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JIFF 2015
Comments and review from selection committee members:
Mr. Niranjan Thade

Jaipur International Film Festival is steadily gaining significance in the International Film Festival
arena. One can say that by seeing the quality and contents of the films being sent for selection. This

year top line films like Jalanan’, and ‘The Man who Fed his Shadow” arrived for selection. “Jalanan’



which won the Best Documentary at Busan IFF is a film that has been made painstakingly and with
dedication by its maker and shot over 5 years on the streets and buses of Jakarta. ‘Man who Fed
his Shadow’, a wonderfully crafted film has 87 selections and 19 awards already. The film works at
different levels and has societal, arts and personal issues of the maker come together in a perfect
plend.

This year some excellent and stylish comedies arrived too for selection. '5 Ways 2 Die’ is an excellent
Black Comedy set to music and ‘Ulisis & the 10,000 Moustaches” is an excellent take on a young
boy suddenly growing moustaches and the way it changes his school life. Both films have been

appreciated widely at the International Film Festival circuits and won multiple awards.

There are some new frontiers being scaled too at JIFF 2015. ‘It was Sunny the Day | killed Her” and
‘Requiem for My Father” are path breaking to say the least. One of them may need very discerning

viewer ship as it deals with nudity as an expression.

Some of the films which stood out during the selection process are “Without Serena” a minimalist
film done with economy of shots and expression; Jaya’, a student film that traces the life of a
orphan teenage girl lives as a boy to guard herself from the mean streets and seaside slums of
Mumbai. Brilliant performance by the lead actor. In fact, most of the fiction entries have brilliant

performances that impress.

Some other impressive films made selection process rewarding are “Waking Marshall Walker’,
Jalal's Story- A landmark film from Bangla Desh that picks the issues of crime, politics and
superstition in rural Bangla Desh; Documentary ‘On The Edge’, and a simple but effective film
‘Selfie”.

One important aspect of this year’s selection is that this year there were no rejections. This reflects
on the fact that the cinematic, technical and aesthetic standard of the films being sent for selection

to Jaipur International Film Festival is going up. It will not be a surprise if in the next few years JIFF

will be a sought after festival on the international circuit by the frontline filmmakers.

Manjari Makijany

‘It was interesting to watch short films from across the globe. Some debut filmmakers have made
exceptional films. | hope the ones that deserve get the recognition at JIFF."
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Mr. Mumtaz Hussain

Film is modern art. It's a global adventure and a very influential medium to convey someone’s
thoughts. JIFF is a great place where the people can show their talent and their own way of telling
the story. Most of the filmmakers are independent and this festival is providing a great opportunity
to show their personal expression to the world. All submissions are highly professional. There is
phenomenal talent and potential, the ideas are giving a vow to the world.

JIFF is providing an opportunity to talented people and opening the door to the world.
Bernard Perrot and Anna Troianskaia

“As usual, the large majority of the movies, short fiction, documentaries or animation movies were
of excellent quality and it was rather difficult to make the selection.

The main criteria used were the guality of the script, the quality of the screen play, the performance
of the actors and actresses. Additional criteria were the photography and the music.

When screening a movie one has to be in the seat of the “public” who has usually no access to the
synopsis. If we need to read the synopsis to understand the movie, or the message that it does
carry, then there is a problem.

We systematically screened all the movies without reading the synopsis and the rating was done
before reading it and this helped us to make our selection that, once again, was very difficult”

Mr. Bernard Perrot

DIE UNSCHULDIGEN - Problems with drug are often treated in movies but this movie has

something special that makes it a real story

EMILIE- A small girl with monkeys' friends helps her inventor of father to build a revolutionary

machine.
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